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is circumstantial is to violate the truth by assigning
doctrinal significance to the merely coincidental.
What concerns us about Joseph is that the
favourite son, in danger of being spoilt at home,
sold to experience the hardships of slavery and
shorn of the material and spiritual comforts of
life with his family, nevertheless kept unsullied his
allegiance to God, Who blessed him whether in
Potiphar's house, the prison, or Pharaoh's court.
There is a sense of reality, with a direct and living
appeal in such a study of Old Testament characters,
but much with which we have hitherto surrounded
them has given to them an atmosphere of unreality
and has alienated their bearing upon everyday life.

One of the greatest contributions of modern
scholarship towards the emancipation and progress
of human thought in the path of truth is its insist-
ence on the study, and as far as possible reconstruc-
tion, of the complete environment of historical
personages. It is only when the life of Abraham
is studied in this way that the true position of the
Sacrifice of Isaac becomes clear. As every present-
day student of archaeology and of anthropology
knows, the Chaldeans offered human sacrifice, and
this custom was handed down from the Neolithic
period in practically every country of which we have
record,1 It lingered among the Greeks and Romans,
and the Mexicans when first discovered, while every
schoolboy knows that Julius Caesar speaks of it as
practised in the Britain to which he came. At the

1 Seo art. " Human Sacrifices" in Hastings' Encyclopedia of
KeMgion and Ethics, and Origin and Development of the Moral
Ideas (i. 434-476), by K. Westcrmarck.